Further Instructions: Devote Yourselves to Prayer
Colossians 4:2-18

Topics:

Believers, Church, Circumstances, Conversation, Encouragement,
Grace, Jesus Christ, Kingdom of God/Heaven, Maturity, Partnerships,
Prayer, Serving, Thankfulness, Wisdom

Open It Questions
1.  What is your favorite salty snack?

2. Ifyou had to eat all food without salt for a day or two, how would
this affect your eating habits?

Explore It Question

3. What did Paul prescribe for all believers? (4:2)
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4. What request did Paul make of his readers? (4:3-4)

5. What did Paul say about the Christian’s public life? (4:5-6)

6. How should believers speak to others? (4:6)

7. Who was Tychicus? (4:7)
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8.  Why did Paul send Tychicus to Colosse? (4:7-8)

9.  Who was Onesimus? (4:9)

10. Whose greetings to the Colossians did Paul include in his letter?
(4:10-14)

11.  Which of Paul’s partners in ministry were Jews? (4:10-11)

3|Page


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A7-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A10-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A10-11

12.  What did Epaphras do on behalf of his church at Colosse?
(4:12-13)

13.  What relationship did Luke and Demas have to Paul? (4:14)

14. To whom did Paul send greetings? (4:15)

15. Where did Paul want his letter read? (4:16)
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16. What instruction did Paul send Archippus? (4:17)

17. How did Paul conclude his letter? (4:18)

Get It Questions
18.  Why is prayer important?

19. How much time do you devote to prayer each day?
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20. How did Paul set an example for mature interpersonal
relationships?

21. In what ways is your conversation "seasoned with salt"?

22. How well do you relate to unbelievers?

23. Paul demonstrated the value of teamwork in ministry; how well do

you work with other Christians for the kingdom of God?
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24. Paul spoke highly of his Christian friends; what can you praise
about your Christian friends?

Apply It Questions
25. How can you season your speech with God’s grace among non-
Christians?

26. How can you remember to speak well of family members and
Christian friends this week?

27. What personal relationship can you improve during the next few
days? How?

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker.
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TOPICS
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1Believers dKingdom of
JChurch God/Heaven
JCircumstances dMaturity
TOPICS JConversation dPartnerships
JEncouragement ~ Prayer
JGrace dServing
dJesus Christ dThankfulness

dWisdom
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OPEN IT QUESTIONS
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OPEN IT 1.  What 1s your favorite
QUESTIONS salty snack?




COLOSSIANS 4:2-18

“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

2. Ifyou had to eat all
OPEN IT food without salt for a
QUESTIONS day or two, how would

this affect your eating
habaits?
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INTRODUCTION
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As he began to draw his letter to a close,
Paul turned his focus back to the church
as a whole, reminding the Colossians of

INTRODUCTION

their corporate responsibilities.

Paul often closed his letters by sending
personal greetings from himself and
others with him to individuals in the
church to whom he wrote.
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SCRIPTURE
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2 Devote yourselves to prayer with

an alert mind and a thankful heart.

3 Pray for us, too, that God will give
SCRIPTURE| Us many opportunities to speak
about his mysterious plan
concerning Christ. That 1s why I am
here 1n chains.
4 Pray that I will proclaim this
message as clearly as I should.
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> Live wisely among those who are

not believers and make the most of
SCRIPTURE | every opportunity.

% Let your conversation be gracious

and attractive so that you will have

the right response for everyone.
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" Tychicus will give you a full report
about how I am getting along. He is a
beloved brother and faithful helper who
serves with me 1n the Lord’s work.
SCRIPTURE 31 have sent him to you for this very
purpose—to let you know how we are
doing and to encourage you.
1 am also sending Onesimus, a faithful
and beloved brother, one of your own
people. He and Tychicus will tell you
everything that’s happening here.




COLOSSIANS 4:2-18
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10 Aristarchus, who is in prison with me, sends
you his greetings, and so does Mark,
Barnabas’s cousin. As you were instructed
before, make Mark welcome 1f he comes your
way.

11 Jesus (the one we call Justus) also sends his
greetings. These are the only Jewish believers
among my co-workers; they are working with
me here for the Kingdom of God. And what a
comfort they have been!

SCRIPTURE
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12 Epaphras, a member of your own

fellowship and a servant of Christ Jesus,

sends you his greetings. He always prays
SCRIPTURE earnestly for you, asking God to make you
strong and perfect, fully confident that you
are following the whole will of God.
131 can assure you that he prays hard for you
and also for the believers 1in Laodicea and
Hierapolis.




“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer’

COLOSSIANS 4:2-18

9

SCRIPTURE

14T uke, the beloved doctor, sends his
greetings, and so does Demas.

15 Please give my greetings to our brothers
and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and
the church that meets 1n her house.
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“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

16 After you have read this letter, pass it on
to the church at Laodicea so they can read it,
too. And you should read the letter I wrote
to them.

SCRIPTURE 17 And say to Archippus, “Be sure to carry
out the ministry the Lord gave you.”
IBSHERE IS MY GREETING IN MY OWN
HANDWRITING—PAUL.
Remember my chains.
May God’s grace be with you.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS
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3. What did Paul prescribe for all
believers? (4:2)

EXPLORE IT 2 Devote yourselves to prayer
QUESTIONS . .
with an alert mind and a

thankful heart.
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COLOSSIANS 4:2-18
“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

4. What request did Paul make of
his readers? (4:3-4)

EXPLORE IT 3 Pray for us, too, that God wiﬁ:l give us
QUESTIONS many opportunities to speak about his
mysterious plan concerning Christ.
That 1s why I am here 1n chains.

4 Pray that I will proclaim this message
as clearly as I should.
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COLOSSIANS 4:2-18
“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

S. What did Paul say about the
Christian’s public life? (4:5-6)

> Live wisely among those who are
not believers and make the most of
every opportunity.

% Let your conversation be gracious
and attractive so that you will have
the right response for everyone.

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS
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6. How should believers speak to
others? (4:6)

EXPLORE IT 6 Let your conversation be

QUESTIONS gracious and attractive so that you
will have the right response for
everyone.
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7. Who was Tychicus? (4:7)

" Tychicus will give you a full report
EXPLORE IT about how I am getting along. He is a
QUESTIONS beloved brother and faithful helper who

serves with me 1n the Lord’s work.
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3. Why did Paul send Tychicus to
Colosse? (4:7-8)

" Tychicus will give you a full report
EXPLORE IT about how I am getting along. He is a
QUESTIONS beloved brother and faithful helper who
serves with me in the Lord’s work.

31 have sent him to you for this very
purpose—to let you know how we are
doing and to encourage you.
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EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

9. Who was Onesimus? (4:9)

°1 am also sending Onesimus, a

faithful and beloved brot]
your own people. He and

ner, one of
| Tychicus

will tell you everything t
happening here.

hat’s
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COLOSSIANS 4:2-18
“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

10. Whose greetings to the Colossians did
Paul include in his letter? (4:10-14)

10 Aristarchus, who is in prison with me, sends
EXPLORE IT you his greetings, and so does Mark,

Barnabas’s cousin. As you were instructed
QUESTIONS before, make Mark welcome if he comes your
way.

1 Jesus (the one we call Justus) also sends his
greetings. These are the only Jewish believers
among my co-workers; they are working with
me here for the Kingdom of God. And what a
comfort they have been! (4:10-11 NLT)
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EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

10. Whose greetings to the Colossians did
Paul include in his letter? (4:10-14)

12 Epaphras, a member of your own fellowship and
a servant of Christ Jesus, sends you his greetings.
He always prays earnestly for you, asking God to
make you strong and perfect, fully confident that
you are following the whole will of God.

131 can assure you that he prays hard for you and
also for the believers in Laodicea and Hierapolis.

14 Luke, the beloved doctor, sends his greetings,
and so does Demas. (4:12-14 NLT)
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“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer’

COLOSSIANS 4:2-18
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EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

11.  Which of Paul’s partners in
ministry were Jews? (4:10-11)

10 Aristarchus, who is in prison with me, sends
you his greetings, and so does Mark, Barnabas’s
cousin. As you were 1nstructed before, make
Mark welcome if he comes your way.

1 Jesus (the one we call Justus) also sends his
greetings. These are the only Jewish believers
among my co-workers; they are working with
me here for the Kingdom of God. And what a
comfort they have been!
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EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

12. What did Epaphras do on behalf
of his church at Colosse? (4:12-13)

12 Epaphras, a member of your own fellowship
and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends you his
greetings. He always prays earnestly for you,
asking God to make you strong and perfect,
fully confident that you are following the
whole will of God.

131 can assure you that he prays hard for you
and also for the believers in Laodicea and
Hierapolis.
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“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

13. What relationship did Luke and
Demas have to Paul? (4:14)

EXPLORE IT 14 uke, the beloved doctor, sends
QUESTIONS his greetings, and so does Demas.
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COLOSSIANS 4:2-18
“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

14. To whom did Paul send
greetings? (4:15)

EXPLOREIT |15 please oive my greetings to our
QUESTIONS brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to

Nympha [FEMININE NIV/NLT/NASB/NRSV/AMP/MSG]
and the church that meets in Aer house.
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COLOSSIANS 4:2-18

9

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

15. Where did Paul want his letter
read? (4:16)

16 A fter you have read this letter,
pass 1t on to the church at Laodicea
so they can read 1t, too. And you
should read the letter I wrote to
them.
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COLOSSIANS 4:2-18

“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer”

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

15. Where did Paul want his letter
read? (4:16)
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16. What instruction did Paul send
Archippus? (4:17)

EXPLORE IT 17 And say to Archippus, “Be sure
QUESTIONS to carry out the ministry the Lord
gave you.”
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“Final Instructions: Devote Yourself to Prayer’

COLOSSIANS 4:2-18

9

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

17. How did Paul conclude his
letter? (4:18)

ISHERE IS MY GREETING IN
MY OWN HANDWRITING—
PAUL.

Remember my chains.

May God’s grace be with you.
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GET IT QUESTIONS
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18. Why 1s prayer important?

GETIT
QUESTIONS

19. How much time do you
devote to prayer each day?
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20. How did Paul set an example
for mature interpersonal
relationships?

GETIT
QUESTIONS

21. In what ways 1s your

conversation "seasoned with
salt"?
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22. How well do you relate to
unbelievers?

GET IT
QUESTIONS 23. Paul demonstrated the value

of teamwork 1n ministry; how
well do you work with other

Christians for the kingdom of
God?
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24. Paul spoke highly of his
GET IT Christian friends; what can
QUESTIONS you praise about your
Christian friends?
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APPLY IT QUESTIONS
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25. How can you season your
speech with God’s grace
among non-Christians?

APPLY IT
QUESTIONS

26. How can you remember to
speak well of family members
and Christian friends this
week?
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2’7. What personal relationship

APPLY IT can you improve during
QUESTIONS the next few days? How?




New Hope Missionary
Southfield, Michigan

NEXT WEEK’S

LESSON

1 Thessalonians
“Introduction and
Overview”
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